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CHAPTER X.

ON THE NECESSITY OTF THOROUGHLY CATECHIZING
THESE PEOPLE BEFORE BAPTIZING THEM.

T is against nature, in whatever aspect you may
l [102] wish to take it, that the child, as soon as it
is born, is able to nourish and sustain itself: for it

is not in vain that the mother’s breasts become large
for a time. So what some have imagined up to the
present is also unreasonable, that no other outlay is
necessary for this colony which we are establishing
in new France, except enough in the beginning to
transport and locate our people yonder; supposing
that they will find enough to maintain them there,
either by trading or otherwise. That is like wishing
to have children born with teeth and beards, and in-
troducing mothers without breasts or milk, which
God does not desire. Expenses will always be nec-
essary there during the first years, until the land is
sufficiently cultivated, [103] trades introduced, house-
holds arranged; and until the main parts of the colo-
ny have shown a reasonable and steady growth: and
to that we must make up our minds. So, just as we
must proceed with the temporal, as it is convenient
to do, so in the same proportion with the spiritual;
catechize, instruct, educate, and train the Savages
properly and with long patience, and not expect that
in one year, or in two, we can make Christians of
people who have not felt the need of either a Priest
or a Bishop. I am sure that God has never made any
such Christians, and that he never will make them.



